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THE GURUNATHAPARAMARSA

Edited by
Dr. V. RAGHAVAN, M.A.,, PH.D.,
Department of Sanskrit, University of Madras.

The Gurunathaparimarsa presented by me in the following
pages is a short eulogy in 47 verses of various metres on Acirya
Abhinavagupta, the renowned writer on Kashmir Saivism and Nitya-
Alamkara Sastras. Its value lies in the fact that from it we know
for the first time some important information on the works of this
great author, as I have shown in my article ‘ The Works of Abhi-
navagupta’ in the Journal of Oriental Research, Madras, XIV, iv,
pages 323—4.

In his Isvarapratyabhijfia Brhati Vimarsini, Abhinavagupta
refers to a work of his called Kathdmukhatilaka, the subject-matter
of which has not been known hitherto. Sloka g of this Gurunitha-
paramarsa enlightens us that it is a work relating to Vada and
expounding the sixteen Padarthas of Nydya. It is now clear that
it is this Nyaya work of his that Abhinavagupta is mentioning on
page 138 of his Paratrimsikavivarana.

Sloka 8 informs us of an altogether new work of Abhinavagupta,
the Paryanta paficasika, which Mahesvarinanda quotes anonymously
in his Maharthamafijariparimala, and of which I am preparing an
edition from a single manuscript of it which I recently found out in

- the Travancore University Oriental Manuscripts Library.

Sloka 7 of this work records an interesting information about
Abhinavagupta being a ‘ Yoginibhu’ and a chosen repository of
the entire lore of the school. ' ;

Though the teacher (Guru) occupies a fundamental place in alj
schools of philosophy and in all branches of knowledge in India,
Kashmir Saivism attaches some special importance to the Guru

“and in that light, some special significance is to be associated with
this eulogy on the great Acarya of this school.

The text edited by me here is based on a single manuscript of
it in the Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts Library
)
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contained along with other related works, in a paper transcript in
Telugu script, the original codex of which is in the Sanskrit College,
Tripunittura, Cochin. The codex is particularly rich in Pratyabhi-
jha-literature, and its contents, described inthe Library Catalogue
under D. Nos. 15323-15342, and to the importance of some of
which I have drawn attention in my abovementioned article in the
Journal of Oriental Research, Madras, are being studied by me.

In the text of the Gurunathaparimarsa edited here from the
manuscript described under D.No. 15323, the obvious scribal errors
have been corrected, and certain difficult passages reconstructed;
the manuscript readings are given below; explanatory notes,
references, etc., are also added under some of the verses.



| sy

g RagAuTaTaEar
SeravpaaagEamE: |

ARTEEWARAEAEA:
qregEaA AT EarEg g 0 o

regREWaEE @ I
gaisgr @A aETaFER |
(@) FIWEA' F3[ TG
a shaEarEaEaEEg: | 0

4% avgwal argRlEa:

WA NATEARTISHATIA |
g% & 23Ty WEIFEE:

g dmafsaanaseas | 3 )

P AN mEEFON
ATuaF RIEAEGo: |

H[A% Gag TESHE o
g simANaangaras:

gEqI9 2@ uilg 9 €aaEr
F=3A] GFSHOIHSAM: |
a7 [§arq eATHATZHA:
g siaEERdaTEaE g o q b

1 Ms. SRHIH | 2 Ms. @4 |
(a) ¢f. Abhinavagupta himself in his Malinivijayavarttika 135, FEEsh-
[qIF: |

* The metre of verses 1-3 is Prabarsini.
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UHEGRIZTIGRSAN:
2N~ N .
) FeroEEat@daTd] e |
qIs=aaged YFIRGGEAIE:
TR AASFAAITETETAE 1§ )

9 4% 99 IRTFAEAA
ATTIATES T JOHA: |

fazdy AHWA RITSBASHA

() T TASHTISREAAT 4 © o

(@) FIRAIZITEAFEIAS -
IHIRTH AR TOOHT I

Al AsET sl P
T ARSRAETRTERAE I < )

3 Ms. faar | 4 Ms. Sy9ai |

(%) ¢f. Abhinavagupta’s longer and shorter commentaries on the Isvarapraty-
abhijiia, and his extensive Tantriloka and its abridgements Tantrasara and Tantra-
vatadhénika.

(¢) ¢f. Abhinavagupta, Tantrdloka, first verse and Jayaratha’s comments thereon,
Pp. 14-15. See also on Abhinavagupta as a Yoginibhii, XK. C. Pandey, Abhinava-
gupta, p. 6 ; my article, Journal of Oriental Research, Madras, XIV, p. 323. This
detail that in a meeting of the teachers and Yoginis, Abhinavagupta was made the
sole repository of the “entire teaching is not found mentioned in this form in
Pandey’s book. On the transmission of the teaching from the teacher, according
to the Kashmirian school, referred to in the terms Gurumukha, Kramaugha,
Kathana, Pijana and Sankrama see Mahéanayaprakdéa, Kas. Texts 21, pp. 109 ff
and 138 ff; Mahanayaprakasa T'SS. 130, Pp- 2-5, 23.

(d) This 8loka refers to a little known work of Abhinavagupta called Paryanta-
baficasika. Onthissee my article, Journal of Oriental Research, Madras XIV,
D- 324.
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(f1 YEEAAIRFHET ° AtEiHAET-
¥ eaad FafEigavaq |
g1 AR&ANETal FATHR
qE8 TASHTITHIETIE 1 o 0¥

HAFYGARE A RACE R ZHGHATAFA |
SAa(d JAARNEEFEEEARAERE T 4

A MAGTSARETIRASTZBIRA™T Sty |

dwgalslt fegf argagRasgamian 1 R 0

A MFATEANEAT-F @I (AT SOI |

FAMT G0 FAT A1 QAGHEAT A TN €AGA
| RN

5 Ms. ﬁé,l.

(e) This refers to a work of Abhinavagupta, Kathamukhatilaka, known already
but only by name ; this verse for the first time enlightens us on its contents. There
is an unmistakable reference to this Kathdmukhatilaka in Abhinavagupata’s Paratri-

méikavivarana, Kas. Texts 18, p. 138 : ¢ ﬂ'f% EQTﬁTﬂTﬁ?ﬁamﬂmmqﬁ:aq; & % ok
TaY NFARTAFRIA aguaraEn W (e eetcrariia i X
a1’

(f) This refers to his Abhinavabhdrati on Bharata’s Natya Sastra ; it may be noted
that significant mention is made in the second line of the verse of Abhinavagupta’s

exposition of the nine Rasas therein ; that the author has in mind particularly the
brilliant exposition of the ninth Rasa, the Santa, is clear.

* The metre of verses 6-10 is Vasantatilaka.

t Aranala is grusl,jKafiji-
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AMAAFATFRAAFIZZAAAH © |
TERTCAIFATT THET @4 1 L8 |
AMAATEEREaaA v AR |
geQUefiFEFel [Hag[ [Agdq AFeET 0 8 0
ANFIgEGEEATgT I sazgef@aar |
qgiia’ ElqmIagEgEgn: gEd @
_ g
2393 TR R AAITIIISHATAAR |
AATFARATAGIASAZANT 6 a9
o e *
() AMGFITTHAIATIRI
CEERGIEIEG I ECRIEit
ATISIETAHAF[ AT -
WYY q SiQHIg ISARA ) Q<
AWATRAITARG
AN AFETLHRON |
WYFE IR AT
WEEI0 F9iE a1 £ # 0 R yt

6 Ms. E:7 - 'QTEEIUTT‘{ Between Hrdaya and Dhatrnam thereis also an
unnecessary space left in the manuscript. for one letter. Hrdayadhatri or Hrd-dhdtri,
a medicinal preparation of which with mercury (Rasavedhita) is referred to here.

7. Ms. qraqamat | 8. Ms. a1

(g) FMT my tentative reconstruction here means 9% and may refer to Mala,
Pasava — belonging to Pasu, i e., Jiva. Anava, Karma and Mayiya are the three Malas
binding Pasus. Wmﬁq’-iﬁimm fawa: Pratyabhijfiahrdaya.

(h) This refers to the doctrine of the several centres of the Sidhaka’s body itself

being of the form of all deities and also particularly to the hymn on this subjec;
composed by Abhinavagupta, Dehastha devata cakra stotra, for the text of which

see Pandey’s Abhinavagupta, Appendix pp. 413-4. ¢f. also ‘EIAENTENA |IF qXT
o | sumfa Rsafafid RamaEaifasmam i’ quoted by the editor
in the Pardtrimsikd vivarana, Kas. Texts 18, p.47,f.n. See also Triéiromata
‘aﬁ‘?\?ﬂm’: FT: ’ quoted by Ksemardja in his Pratyabhijiiahrdaya, p. 31, Adyar

edn.
* The metre of verses 11-17 is Aryé.
 The metre of verses 18-19 is Puspitigri,
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W3R F
EICEERELATGRED
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9Ms.ﬂl’lﬂﬁl‘l

(#) Siddhéinta is the name of the Saiva schools of the three varieties of Dvaita,
Dvaitadvaita and Advaita, represented by the Agamas; more particularly, the
former two are referred to as Siddhdnta ; when Abhinavagupta is said to be an
Aciarya of Siddhénta, the Advaita variety is meant. Of the Advaitic Tantrik Texts,
some are grouped as Bhairava tantras and some Y&mala tantras ; Bhairava is the
" Supreme Lord ; Y&mala means the twin principles of Siva-Sakti, Prakasa-Vimar$a,
Abhinavagupta imbibed Kula doctrines from Sambhunétha as he himself says in his
Tantriloka which treats of that school also. Onthe meaning of the expression Kula
and Kaula, see Abhinavagupta, Paritriméikdvivarana, Kas. Texts 18, pp. 33-4
Trika is the system par excellence followed by Abhinavagupta ; Trika is so called
because of its triad of texts as well as of principles; the name survives even now
among some Kashmiri Pandit families called Tikkoos (see Introduction, p. iv. Svacec-
handatantra, Kas. Texts 31). On Ekavira meaning Bhairava, which is also part of
Kashmir Saivism, see Abhinavagupta, ParatrithSika Vyakhya, pp. 222-3, Kas. Texts;
on the relative importance of these schools, see ibid. pp. 92-163; also Pandey,
Abhinavagupta, pp. 14-15, 69-112.

(j) On literary and expository gifts of such e'xtraordinary magnitude and quality
being one of the results of a person becoming Siva,” see Abhinavagupta’s Tantra-
loka and Commentary, VIII, 136 and Pandey, Abhinavagupta, pp. 16. 34r.

* The metre of verses 20, 22 is Aryi.

t The metre of verse 21 is Kokilaka.

t The metre of verse 23 is Pugpitigra.
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AMAFIAF B IRATSAUTIT:
JecaaaEaRTIanGES &gy |
(k) 33"’ zFENl gEATETAEUREs
gAY AR REEATATT | R

10. Ms HENTHUTZA 11. Ms TEHT | 12. Ms G |

(k) On the mirror-simile, see note below on verse 44.
* The metre of verses 24, 26 is Arya.

t The metre of verse 25 is Rathoddhata.

1 The metre of verses 27-29 is Kokilaka,
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WEERTE g Ry gog@e 0 33 o

geduEiEe't dyagiani dgwaras aw '® |
AR agAgaET 7 gz (m) 33 €@ WG
qgE wa| 11 e ol

Sczarg 4§ Fagarcaval gan |

T qzafyF: sMmEdmEsatay 1 oxe oot

13 Ms. TEIESHER: | 16 Ms. T |

14 Ms. 91 | 17 Ms. qEq |

15. Ms. RRA, o or T |

() Line z: ¢f. Utpaladeva, Sivastotravali.
geaEay gaaey Reawgard |
Araag 9 §QC q9 ARG W N

(m) 3q TF = 7 T |

* The metre of verse 30 is Narica.

t The metre of verses 31 and 35, is Anustubh.

{ The metre of verse 32 is Arya.

§ The metre of verse 33 is Prthvi.
| The metre of verse 34 is Rathoddhaté,

T
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() BXGA FEIEA AISA FEGE FREGT FREdT |
faxmafay  aed ad 99: ofw meE
g
g maramad:— gREgeat aTidERiaseela garg-
FIE q@En= ﬂslimammggﬁam AREFTAT WGl
73 Rraadsh e arEdaRaAg T SaRys |

~e .

g AFMISUIET Aeqqiasaid  IHNAAHIG  qak-

vgaRANs  weEAE 9 RERENRaR e maFe-

FEATTFT: A |

mewa fra: RracagEt @ 1 ga: wA9dq S |
Fra wa 1% FwEqd:  gguaiEsREEg
| FI WA N 3e

() ar faggalR [a-awar a1 Fasghi

{agaaar |
HAFSY AFqq 400 dABEIIAgEAY

T

N

18 Ms. gREmRAERRERf T 10 M wgAn)

(n) The Tattvas are 36 six from Siva to Prithvi ; of these the 35 besides Siva
are all derived from the first and only basic and real tattva of Siva.

(0) twawr fwadt wa:, qar; Rendw, sedf 9t

* The metre of verse 36 is Arya.
{ The metre of verse 37 is Malabhérini.
} The metre of verse 38 is Rathoddhata.
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(p) FFACAEATASAFIATLAS A
FASIIG:q9Z9q AIgAd TR |
QI G RAN G-I a g
I9-E A, WARIT: AumaEEy ) 39 *
(9 f=3 303 RS AFSFARAT TRFA_|
FYEHIEAIF Q00 a8 (190 |l

(p) & (g) In these two verses, the Panini Sitras mentioned by the author refer
only to the MaheSvara Sttras. The first Surta of Panini mentioned in verse 39 is
31331{\[ and the fourth Stitra mentioned in verse 40 is Qsﬁ'? | It is well known in
Sakta and other schools that the letters of the alphabet have, all of them, mystic
significance, and this is all the more so in Kashmir Saivism. The entire matrix of
alphabet, Varna-matrka, A to H, is held to be of the form of Devi, generally speaking ;
each of the letters has its own further special meaning and Mantra-value, which
however would be somewhat different according to the different schools and texts ;
see for instance, Tantrabhidhana, etc., in Tantrik Texts Series, containing a collection
of texts on this subject, and Varnabijaprakasa compiled by Sarayu Prasad Sarma.

The first and fourth Mahe$vara Sutras are here, in an imaginative manner, taken
by the poetic author to signify the basic doctrines of his school ; in the first, we have

&, § and 3, which include the two vowel components of Pranava or OM ;3 €A?

is Siva, g is Vahni, and ‘U’ is Vanmaya according to this verse. On ‘A’ as
signifying the highest state of Siva, see Paratrith§ikdvivarana, p. 27. In the latter part
of this work, Abhinavagupta explains the various mystic interpretations of the letters
of the alphabet.
In verse 40, ‘Turiya’ by Slesa means the fourth Maéhesvara Siitra as well as
the fourth transcendental state. *Cit-siitra’ is again $lista :—QHIC: EG qﬁq:( Q{a
aq ﬁa{:‘;ﬂ{, i.e., the fourth Siitra Qaﬁg in which ‘C’ is ‘It’ It also means
citsantana or Cid-adhdra, the continual substratum of conciousness. Of the
_vowels in this Sitra, & is well-known as signifying vak (vik-$aktyatmani) ; aﬁ'
is the universe ; the grouping (gumphita) of Q-aﬁ' signifies therefore the doctrine of
_ the world being a manifestation of the gross aspect of V3ik. See also Ksemaréaja,

Pardpravesika, Kas. Texts 15, p, 11; qa: q¢ FEAMaTRESIN eI
aaftt afReRReaE, PR STTAET sgaREa R st |

* The metre of versz 39 is Mandakranta.
i The metre of ver-e 4o is Anustubh.
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0~ ha

() FRIRIAFRAAE B AT 99 |
qgfioliEeT farg qet ARy ¥ [ o e

() I9ARA 9fAAi TEA@TN
Rl JeTfEdEnT |
fAg: a9 958 fsegema
FEANEESEAIASRA GG 1 @R i
igaa Rraisia IR FAAITIBO:

97 ARNRAT SHaL aySAAISERT_ |
SR TIIFAGTH RO AT
3RSRAq 9Ad FURSTeRART @ T3 4 9y ui

mERreeszgeefidazamse.
() FPAUEHEYRTIC IRz |
(v) FESEARARINIIGS B FYRT G-
TADEEREHSURH: A 791 g 0

(r) ¢f. below verse 43. Pascimam — last. On the offering of life itself as Dak-
siné and Naivedya, compare Cakrapaninétha, Bhavopahérastotra, §loka 43, ﬁiw&ﬁ-

FOwAraTE e Gepa | FREaR W, SIS RonE il and Bhatta
Narayana, Stavacintdmani, Sloka I afés !ﬂiﬁ Wﬂ'ma’ Il
(s) ¢f. above verse 14. '

(t) Anava, Karma and Mayiya are three kinds of Mala or Pga.
(u) See also above verse 29 for this.mirror-simile, which the Advaita Védantins

also use (Daksindmurtistotra, ﬁ’é’l’ Eﬁmﬁﬂﬂﬁg@l’ ﬁ'ﬂi’ﬂﬁﬁ*{) See also
Abhinavagupta, Bodhapaficadasika, Kas. Texts, Sloka. 4 * ﬁﬁmﬁm '% !E“eﬁi!n
S[f%[ﬁﬁaaq 1” Ananda’s Sattriméattattva sandoha, Kas. Texts 13, p.2: ‘{5
ﬁg&ﬁ: {ﬁﬂﬁﬂm éﬁi\ﬁ' @A ? Ksemaréja’s Pratyabhijiiahrdaya, Adyar
edn., p.26: A% Fulld Rt g9 A afwaly R sedoaRi ) ”

See also Abhinavagupta’s Paramarthaséra, Slokas o, 12; and Abhinavagupta’s
Vivrtivimarsini quoted by Ksemaraja in his gloss on Paramarthasira : .

WAt ae ST A RERETEEEa |
ara: gatwiRRiwangE fed waaR A gEeEn g u

See also Raghavananda, Laghustutivyakhya, T.SS. 60, pp. 32-33. On Pratyabhijiia
and Advaita, see Pandey’s Abhinavagupta, pp. 88-89, and my ~note in New Indian
Antiquary, Vol. III. pp. 32-34.

* The metre of verse 41 is Upajati.

1 The metre of verse 42 is Vasantatilaka.

} The metre of verses 43, 44 is Sardtlavikridita.
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3 RIBANTRA AT GAGARLAEFET |
wgaArmAgTatREa  Rraiske Rrais-
fu AEsRa 0 ea F

3 Jeyngafad ¥ a4 asRTEr 4 9 HOARTE |
A% ARA RANE AEd TEIga” HiNegE
ot il 28 It

SO w7 2 oAl o shaam@E)aae |
2 gy @A) F(n)FIon &

gRTEA 1 g9 W
(a9 %4 Fagg Sadi RraEd |

[

we B A () e {18

20 Ms. ﬂﬁaﬁ‘ |

* The metre of versc 45 is DPodhaka.
¥ The metre of 46 is Upendravajra.
1 The metre of 47 is Anustubh.
§ Sloka 47 is in Prakrt. Alternate readings possible are 21 §ﬁ| ST, 22 ﬁa&m.

YTt in the chiyd means iﬁm Dr. A. N. Upadhyeand Dr. P. L. Vaidya
to whom I referred this Prakrt verse and to whose kind suggestions I am thankful,

reconstruct the third pada respectively as ¢ aﬁfﬁ!ﬁ ﬁﬂﬁﬂl * and ANT SEqH-
. ~

ég!l ¥’ 1 have tentatively suggetsted T = STAA from the point of view
of the meaning. What is meant here is that even without teaching anything by
word of mouth, the ever-full Teacher bestows, by some pretext, on any and every living
being, the state of Siva.

a2

9
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SIMHALA VIJAYAMU -
| Edited by
T. L. NarasiMHA Rao, B.sc;, and N, S, SUNDARESVARA Rao.

This is based on two manuscripts in the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras, bearing D. Nos. 2653 (Palm-leaf) and
R. No. 207 (Paper).

- This prose work in colloquial style describes the conquest of
Simhala (Ceylon) by the Nayaks of Madura. The work belongs to
the local tradition gathered by Colonel Colin Mackenzie a century
ago.

This has been translated into English by Rev. William Taylor,
late member of the Madras Literary Society (vide pp. 51-56, Madras
Journal of Literature and Science, Volume VIII, 1838). The History
of Nayaks of Madura (Madras University Historical Series II),
_giving a brief description regarding Simhala Vijaya, istoa large
~ extent based upon the above translation (vide pp. 70-71).

We are now publishing the original and this Kaifiyat ha s an

important place in the reconstruction of the history of the Telugu
Nayaks of Madura. :
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SIVATATTVASARA
by
. MALLIKARJUNA PANDITARADHYA.
.Edited by
V. HANUMANTHACHAR, M.A. L.T.,

Librarian, Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras.

This edition of Sivtattvasira, a treatise on the principles of
the Virasaiva Cult, is based on the only palm leaf manuscript availa-
ble so far in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras,
bearing the Descriptive Catalogue number 811. This manuscript
is much injured, the leaves being broken at the edges, leaving some
of the stanzas incomplete. The work is incomplete containing
stanzas from 184 to 491 and from 725 to 740. It is probable that the
work was written in 1,000 verses. Within the portion available to us,
various topics relating to the greatness of Siva and his devotees dealt
with under separate headings are complete by themselves and give an
idea of the religious principles explained therein. The publication
of this work although incomplete is undertaken as it represents one of
the very early works in Kannada which has not come to the notice of
the Kannadigas till now. My a‘tention was first drawn to this by
Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri formerly Pandit of this library.

The author of this work is Mallikarjuna Panditaradhya who is.
one of the Pandita-traya (trio of Pandits)—Sivaleiika Maifcanna,
Slrlpatl Papdita and Mallikirjuna Pandita—who are very often
referred to with reverence in Virasaiva Works. (Vide Verse No. 400.)

FIRX YR =9 ﬁaw’rd |

2030238V 3xI3eB0 DRy Ty

3383 $0%.e¢ B, BFT ey !

820 BeZFHBOD), woHAB Jezd 1 400 1

The life and greatness of Mallikirjuna Pandita is the theme of
the work Panditaradhya caritra in Kannada by Nilakanthacarya and in
Telugu by Palkurike Somanatha. But there is no direct evidence
regarding the date of this great religious teacher and for this we have
to depend on the dates of some of his contemporaries, namely, Basava
the founder of the Virasaiva system, Velanati Coda II and King
Udaya of Panugallu. Putting together the relevant facts connected
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with them, the date of Mallikirjuna Pandita may be fixed between
1160 to 1170 A.D. (vide Introduction to Sivatattvasara, Telugu
edition, pages 16 to 19, published by the Telugu Academy, Kakinada).

The Telugu version of Sivatattvasira by Mallikarjuna Pandita .
was published in 1922 by the Telugu Academy. Butunfortunately
this is also incomplete, containing verses from 1 to 489. The metre
adopted in both the versions is Kanda and the expreggions which are
of Sanskrit origin are identical in both. It has, therefore, been
possible to suggest probable readings where they are missing in
Kannada version. These suggestions are put in square brackets in
the text. For instance, all that is remaining of verse No. 190 in
Kannada is—

e e e e e e . BBV FoFo
N0dwetSFoesPe, 8 . .
B . . . . . . . . . . . B1900n -

The Telugu version eorresponding to this is as follows :—
BOBRCAFIRRIZIN |
BOned B, [:qu]sa?s_, Jdasauma‘ I
T0rDeFT BF,TI™ |
BHHRT 223348 FoReFgENURS 1 182 i

This indicates how the Telugu version helps to complete the
Kannada verse with suitable readings. Vice versa the Kannada
version also suggests better readings in the Telugu text.*
The numbering of the verses in the two texts differs, e.g., verse
No. 184 in Kannada corresponds to verse No. 176 in Telugu. In
order to facilitate a comparative study of the two works the num-
bers of the verses in Telugu are also given against the correspond-
ing verses in the Kannada text.

*e. g. Verse No. 226 in Telugu readsas follows :—
Rurep W TR T | BuFr0BT weRFed BB 023N
0B NI Bet B Besdorton gikod |Bucin BedRE I

As it is, this verse does not convey clear meaning and it may be re-written as
follows with the help of the Kannada verse No. 236

Bore 0H2J B Be | SutHoRFRY 2.eRY SSFor ARSI
FuBHO BB Be | V) 0BIRIMeBI0R B3 ¢S 1
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KHARIDAT-AL-AJAIB
Edited by

Janab MouamMap Yousur KokaN, M.A.,

Assistant Librarian, Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras.

This book is something like an encyclopaedia of sciences written
by Sirajuddin Abu Hafs Umar, son of Muzaffar, son of Umar, son of
Muhammad, son of Abdul Fawaris, son of Ali,known as Ibn-al-Wardi.
The another was born at Marrat-al-Numan in 68¢ A.H. He was a
distinguished scholar of the day. He held the post of Qazi for some-
time at Aleppo and then he resigned. Several of his treatises have
been published. He died in 749 A.H.

The book under description was written by the author in 822 A.H.
at the expressed desire of a high ranking official skl Fl
# S smeldl ime B et Our library contains a fine copy of
the manuscript. The name of the scribe is not given. The date
of the transcription is gth Rajab r1go A.H. The full title of the
~ book is RN Bogyd g gl Baype

The author has consulted eminent authorities like Masudi,
Tusi, Balkhi, Ibn-al-Athir and Marrakashi. The fragments of the
book have been published by the orientalists with translations. The
whole book is divided into a preface and several chapters dealing with
the geography and natural history of the various countries and cities,
Gulfs and oceans, great rivers and lakes, high mountains and forests,
the peculiarities of minerals and stones, plants, fruits, grains, vege-
tables, seeds, animals and birds. The last chapter deals with
theological speculations about the end of the world.

The chapter pertaining to the description of the various kinds
of stones is edited in this issue of the Bulletin.
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